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ADVERTISEMENT. 

7 

Mr worthy friend, the Rev. Mr. Griffiths, having 
put down memorandums of ſeveral pious expreſſions 
and edifying ſpeeches delivered by his ſon in his 
long illneſs, together with ſome remarks reſpecting 
his character and the methods of providence and 
grace towards him, ſeveral friends, who either vead 
theſe papers, or heard them read in public at the 
funeral, have expreſſed a wiſh. that they might be 
printed, from an apprehenſion of their being adapted 
for public uſefulneſs, Being himſelf too much en- 
| feebled both in body and' mind: to pay that attention 
to 'the buſineſs which it required, he has put theſe 
papers into my hands, that I might introduce them 
to the public in: the manner I ſhould think the moſt 
eligible; having with no ſmall difficulty drawn up. 
a plain, ſerious and affectionate addreſs to the youth: 
af his congregation to be prefixed. | 


B 3 - | 1 have 


ADVERT! SEMENT. | 


I have very cheerfully undertaken the office af- 


ſigned me; and in order to render the peruſal of 


| theſe papers the more acceptable and uſeful, I have 


diſpoſed the ſeveral articles of which they conſiſted, 
in what appeared to me the moſt natural method. 
I have ſelected what related to the hiſtory and cha- 
racter of this amiable youth, and the dealings of God 


towards him, with ſome few ſmall additions, to form 


an introduction to thoſe pious converſations, &c. 


which are here recorded. 


Theſe I have arranged under diſtinct heads, 


bringing together in the ſame place what he obſerved 


t different times on the ſame ſubject. 


The ſmall trouble this has coſt me, has been 


amply repaid by the pleaſure with which it has been 
attended, and the ſatisfaction which I have hereby 


given to my much reſpected friend, who, in a letter 
juſt received, ſays, & greatly approve what you 
« have donc, and conſider myſelf to be under the 
gigbeſt obligation to you for the very active part 


« you have taken in this buſineſs,” 
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That 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


That the review of theſe papers, in their preſent 
form, may afford him and his; renewed pleaſure and 
ſupport under their trials, and that the means he is 
about to uſe for the reſtoration of his health may be 


made ſucceſsful in order to his continued uſefulneſs— 


above all, that this publication may be bleſſed of 


Gol to the ſpiritual benefit of many, and particularly 


the young acquaintance of the deceaſed, is the hearty 


prayer of 


TY THE EDITOR, 
Jux E 17, 1794. 
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HRE YOUNG PEOPLE 


| BELONGING TO : 
THE CONGREGATION | 
IN 1 


BACK-STREET, HrrCEHINx. 


— neee 


MY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS! 


THE ever bleſſed God having been pleaſed lately 
to deprive me of my very dear, and only fon, in the 
language of reſignation I would ſay, It is the Lord 
that giveth, it is the Lord that taketh away, and 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord. I muſt confeſs 
the diſpenſation is trying to me: my feelings are 
wounded and my paſſions greatly agitated ; yet I 
hope I experience ſome calmneſs and ſerenity of mind, 
firmly believing that the diſpenſation was in great 
mercy to the dear departed, and to me alſo the 
mourning parent. 


Chriſt 
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10 ADDREss To THE YOUNG. 


Chriſt fays, pat I ds thou knoweft not ; now, but 
thou ſhalt know hereafter. To the ſame purpoſe 
ſays the Sovereign of the univerſe, My ways are in 


the deep, 'my paths are in the mighty waters and my 


footfleps are not known. The ways of the Lord are 
all right, and a belief of the reCtitude of provi- 
dential diſpenſations will enable us to juſtify the di- 
vine conduct in every ſituation, | 


While I bleſs God for his very diſtinguiſhing 
mercy to my dear ſon, and pray for grace to mode- 


rate my grief for him, I wiſh to expreſs my concern 


for the living ; more eſpecially my young friends of 
this congregation, | 


- + 


My dear ſon, now with God, expreſſed a great 
concern for your ſpiritual Welfare: that you might 


be found in Chriſt both in life and death. His 
wiſh was that you might know Chriſt and him 


crucified, for he often obſerved that Chriſt crucified 


was the hope of the believing ſinner. I ſtand in 
the place of the dead, while I addreſs you in his own 
language. A ſolemn ſituation which calls for your 
moſt ſerious attention. | 


My dear young Friends, permit me to remind 


| | you of the vanity of the preſent life and all things 
below. Seeing that all theſe things ſhall be diſſolu- 


ADDRESS ro THE YOUNG. iT 


ed, what manner of perſons ought ye to be in all 
holy converſation and gadlineſs x. Conſider, that 
childhood and youth are vanity +. Be not wiſe in 
your own conceit f. Truft in the Lord with all thine 
heart, and lean not to thine own underſtanding ||. 
Truſt in pg nr. ms Chriſt, who raiſeth 
the dead, that he may ſhew you the way wean 


and order your goings in it. 


Duely conſider your Abit and ignorance, and 
your diſpoſition to forget God, and to live without 
God in the world; and of how much importance 
it is to look to Chriſt alone for ſalvation. Now it 
5 is called to-day. Now is the accepted time, and the 

day of ſalvation. Remember my friends, the un- 
certainty and frailty of this preſent life. M hat is 


* 


. your life? It is even a vapour that appeareth for a 
. little time and then vaniſheth away . The life of 
; man is ſhort, very ſhort, at the longeſt ; always up- 
1 on the wing and quite uncertain too. It's never here, 
| wie can only ſay it is gone, David therefore prays, 
1 Remember O Lord haw fhort my time is ** Lord 
1 make me to know mine end, and the meaſure of my 
. days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am ++. 
* 2 Peter i.. 11. +- Eccl. xi. 10. T Rom. xil. 16. 
] Prov. iii. 5, . 2. ¶ James iv. 14. : 
** Pal. Ixxxix, 47. ++ Pfal. xxxix. 4, 
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12 - ADDRESS To THE YOUNG, 


In life there is nothing ſo certain as chat we 
_ HY and after that the judgment 4. 


Conſider, my dear young friends, how awful it 
will be to appear before the judgment-ſcat of Chriſt 
in an impenitent and unregenerate ſtate, lamenting 
your loſs, which you will never be able to recover. 
Let the idea fink deep into your mind, to animate 
you to improve warnings and admonitions, and diſ- 
continue your purſuit of all ſinful gratifications. 
Are there any prodigals among you? my dear 
friends, let me invite you now to return to your 


father's houſe, and he <w#ll have mercy upon v, 
and our God will OY pardon +. 


'# 


Notice what the wiſe man ſays + Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee i in the 


days of thy youth; and walk in the ways of thy heart, 


and in the fight of thine eyes, but know thou, that 
for all theſe things God will bring thee into judgment, 


How awful, how inconceivably adi muſt 
death be to ſuch characters as walk in the ways of 
their hearts, and the ſight of their eyes, when the 


midnight cry ſhall be heard, and the arch-angel 


ſhall ſound his alarm, ſaying with the moſt . 
found ſolemnity Come to judgment 7 


* Heb. ix. 27. + Iſaiah lv. 7. 4 Eccl. xi. 9- 
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ADDRESS ro THE YOUNG. 13 


My dear young friends, ſuffer me further to ad- 
dreſs the word of exhortation to you. Flee jouth- 
ful lufts, but follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart x. 
Abftain from Aeſbly luſts, which war againſt the 


Soul 4. That you no longer ſhould live the reſt of 
your time, in the fleſb to the luſis of men, but to the 
will of God |. | 


| Greatly revere the good word of God. Daily 
and ſeriouſly read it. Deeply impreſs it upon your 
minds with the conſideration that God ſpeaks in it 
and by it To You. While you read it and medi- 
tate upon it, often recollect the tollowing ſtanza of 
Dr. Watts. 


c This, i is the judge that ends the ſtrife, 
* Where wit and reaſon fail, 

« My guide to everlaſting life 

« Thro' all this gloomy vale.” — 


Live not one day without prayer to God, to open 
your underſtanding, and give you grace to culti- 
vate godly fear, and walk humbly with God in the 
way of holineſs through Jeſus Chriſt to. the end. 


To refiſt and overcome temptations, conſider your 
own weakneſs, Be ſtrong in the Lord and in tbe 


* 2 Tim. ii. 22. + 3 Peter il, 11. "SY W 2. 
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ADDRESS TO THE YOUNG. 


power of his might, that you may be made more 
than conquerors through Chriſt that loved you and 


gave himſelf for vou. 


Particularly, remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it 
Holy n. Let it be obſerved as a day to be wholly 
ſet apart to the ſervice of God. 


As to your words, let them be few, for in the 
multitude of words there wanteth not ſin, but he that 
refraineth his lips is wiſe f. Let your ſpeech be al- 
ways with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, that ye may 
know how ye ought to anſwer every man f. 
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As to your converſation, let it be ſuch as be- 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt l. Be punctual in your 
dealings between man and man. Be always faith- 
ful to your engagements. Speak the truth though you 
may ſuffer by ſo doing. 


As to company, chuſe the godly, them that truly 
fear God, to aſſociate with, for they that walk with 
wiſe men ſhall be wiſe. As to the wicked, flee and 
ſhun their company, for Evil communication corrupt 
good manners. 


5 * Exod.txx. 8. t Prov. x. 19. 
21 4 Col. iv. 6. | Phil. i. 27. § 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
3 Whatever 
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ADDRESS TO THE YOUNG. 15 


Whatever you might obſerve that was amiable in 
my dear deceaſed ſon, I beſeech-you ſtrive to imitate, 
You have ſeen him cut off at an early period, and you, 
know not but any of you may be quickly called to 


follow him. O be concerned that if you ſhould, you 
may through grace enjoy the ſame conſolations in the 


views of an eternal world that he enjoyed. If you 
wiſh to make the ſame happy end, ſee that you now 
purſue the ſame way: the way of faith and holineſs. 
I earneſtly recommend the following account of 
his life and death to your very ſerious peruſal, and 


hope you will join with me in earneſt prayer that a 


divine bleſſing may attend it, for your everlaſting 
benefit, that you may ere long meet him in glory. 


And now my dear friends, what ſhall I ſay more, 
but that I commend you to God and to the word 
of his grace, which 1s able to build you up and give 
you an inheritance among all them that are ſancti- 
fied. 


So prayeth your very affectionate Paſtor. 
JOHN GRIFFITHS. 


C 2 


BRIEF 
Et MOTME-KRS 
me 
THE DECEASED: 


Ma. EBEN EZ ER GRIFFITHs, ſon of the Rev. 
Mr. John Griffiths, was born at Hitchin, Jan. , 
1779. For ſeveral Years his conſtitution appeared 
to be remarkably robuſt, but his growth was un- 
commonly rapid; ſo that at the age of fourteen his 
heighth equalled that of moſt perſons arrived to man- 
hood. Atlength it was evident he had out-grown his 
ſtrength, and in the month of May, 1793, ſome 
alarming ſymptoms of a decline were viſible. Va- 
rious means were uſed for the recovery of his health, 
but the diſorder continued to increaſe, and termin- 


ated in his diſſolution, Jan. 12, 1794, when he was 
_ fifteen years of age and three days. 


The 
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YOUTHFUL PIETY EXEMPLIFIEDs T7 


The loſs of ſuch a fon, who was the comfort and 
hope of his parents, was a heavy trial, and peculiarly 
aggravated by his being their only child; their 
daughter having been ſuddenly removed ſome years 
before. But they have abundant ground of conſo- 
lation under this trying diſpenſation, ſince they have 
the fulleſt ſatisfaction that he was adopted into the 
family of God, and made meet for a better world, 


By the bleſſing of God upon a religious education 
he was reſtrained from many of the ſins and follies of 
youth ; and the natural amiableneſs of his temper, 
his docility of diſpoſition, and. orderly deportment, 
afforded his friends much comfort, and procured: the 
general efteem. of thoſe that knew him. But when 


he firſt opened his mind to his father about his ſpi= 


ritual concerns, at the beginning of his affliction, he 
confeſſed to him, that though religious convictions 


had preſſed hard upon him for years, he had uſed all 


poſſible means to diſcharge and get rid of them. 
And he owned, with ſorrow, that on Sabbath-days, 
in going to the meeting, thoſe convictions ſometimes 
attended him cloſely, but that he commonly uſed to 
ſpeak to the firſt perſon he met with to promote ſome 
converſation. whereby they might be diverted and 
ſuppreſſed. 
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18 wYOUTHEUL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED. 


At length, however, he added, he hoped his con- 
victions proved permanent, by the bleſſing of God 
upon a ſermon which he heard from the Reverend 
and pious Mr. TROTMAN, in which he addreſſed 
his hearers in a very affectionate manner, on that 
text, ſo far as he could recollect, Matt. xxv. 34. 
Come, ye Bleſſed of my father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world. He 
obſerved, that though he had been preſerved from 
external fins, yet he conſidered internal fins as hav- 
ing a high degree of criminality belonging to them, 
that needed the blood of Chriſt to waſh away the 
ſtain, and remove the guilt, He bleſſed God for 
his free grace to him, that he was not permitted to 
goon in fin and wickedneſs, like many other young 


people in our day, whereby he might have broke 


his parents“ hearts. When he was told that there 
was reaſon to hope that he was brought by faith 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, and to the way of ſalvation, he 


replied, & it was not of myſelf, but the grace of 
God.” 


His prevailing temper and deportment afforded 
pleaſing evidence of the reality of the change 
wrought in him. One ſtriking proof of it was, his 
delight in good company and pious converſation. 
He uſed to ſay, when he ſpent an evening with his 


young 
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YOUTHFUL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED, 19 


young friends, and not a word was ſpoke of Chriſt 


and religion (which was too often the . caſe) he 


came away much diſſatisfied and heavy in his mind. 


Though he was friendly to all his acquaintance, ſpiri- 
tual chriſtians were his particular friends : ſuch as ex- 
perienced and manifeſted a ſavour and reliſh for the. 
more eſſential and vital parts of religion, as a matter 
ſubſiſting between God and conſcience, and a will 
ſubmiſſive to the will of God in the methods of 
grace and the ways of Providence. Such chriſtians 
as theſe he eſteemed the excellent of the earth, in 
whom was all his delight; and he was bleſſed with 
diſcernment to find them out among the crowd of 
profeflors. 


He was very kind and dutiful to his parents, at- 
tentive to. family religion, and conſtant at public 
worſhip. He was watchful and. circumſpect in his 
conduct, and very conſcientious in his language. 


The ſweet natural temper with which he was 
bleſſed, was nobly adorned by divine grace. He 
was the firſt to oblige, and the laſt to offend. So 
far was he from. being of a cenſorious ſpirit, that he 
was extremely benevolent towards all, and would 
ſpeak well of all, when he could do it with truth, 
and would reprove perſons for ſpeaking evil of others 
in their abſence. He diſcovered great diſpleaſure at 
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20 YOUTHFUL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED. 


the fins of men in general, but more eſpecially thoſe 
of profeſſing chriſtians. In a word, it might be 
truly faid of him, that like young Ora bran, he 
feared the Lord greatly. 1 Kings xviii. 3. 


About a year before his death he had come to a 
fixed determination, if it were the will of God, to 
be a goſpel miniſter, and to take his lot among the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. His natural abilities were 
good, perhaps rather ſuperior to the common rate; 
and having made conſiderable progreſs in gram- 
mar-learning, under the tuition of a reſpectable 
clergyman in Hitchin, he was looking moſt wiſh- 


fully towards a ſeminary of religion and learning, 


where he might enjoy proper advantages in a courſe 
of academical ſtudy, to. furniſh him for that great 
and important work. He had this ſo much at heart, 
that even to the laſt, while there was any hope of 
his recovery, he took a vaſt deal of pleaſure in the 
proſpect of preaching Chriſt crucified. But the- 
ever blefſed God, who wiſely orders all things ac- 


cording to the counſel. of his own will, having no 


work for him to do in the church below, kindly; 
faid to him & Come up hither. Rev. xi. 12. 


The temper of mind which he diſcovered during 
his long illneſs, will ſufficiently appear from. the fol- 
lowing account of 


His 


ſe 
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YOUTHFUL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED. 21 


His pious Converſation, and ſerious Reflections, on 


various Occaſions, from the beginning of. his Diſor- 
der to the Time of his Death, 


§. J. 
From the firſt of his a he was 19 to 


uſe the means recommended for his recovery, ac- 
knowledging his dependence upon God for the ſuc- 


ceſs of them, and looking up to him for his bleſſ- 


ing upon them, without which he knew nothing 
would proſper. © If, ſays he, we do not go to 


God, we cannot expect God to come to us.“ 
However, as to the iſſue of the affliction, he ever 
manifeſted an entire reſignation to the divine will. 


He once ſaid “he ſhould be thankful if the Lord 
was pleaſed to reftore him, particularly as it might 
be to the comfort of his dear parents ;” but he add- 
ed, „he hoped the rod was in the hand of a fa- 


ther,” ſubjoining that paſſage F children, then 


heirs ; heirs of God and joint heirs with Grit. At 


another time he ſaid, © If God ſhould be pleaſed to 
reſtore him to health and ſtrength. he wiſhed much 


to preach Chriſt crucified to poor ſinners:“ but 
added“ If it is his will to take me, let him take 
me to himſelf, Let his will be done. I would 
not depart in the leaſt from his will, for that is 
quite right. It affected him much to fee his friends 

about 
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YOUTHFUL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED, 


about him ſo dejected and caſt down on his ac- 
count. He uſed to ſay to them, © I deſire the 


<« will of the Lord may be done;” and he recom- 


mended the fame refignation to his parents, whom 
he ſometimes reproved for weeping over him, ſay- 
ing, © It is wrong and ſinful thus to grieve: it 
argues unbelief. It was God that gave me to you: 
if God is pleaſed to take * you ſhould reſign 


me up to him.“ 


8. II. e 
During his affliction, he expreſſed a ſtrong ſenſe 
of the evil of ſin, and the value of Chriſt as a Sa- 


viour. What an evil, ſaid he, there muſt be in 


« fin, to require the ſacrifice of the Son of God to 
ce make atonement for it!“ adding in cloſe connec- 
tion with this obſervation, that © the interceſſion of 


Chriſt was a doctrine which adminiſtered great com- 


fort and conſolation to him, a poor ſinful creature.“ 
At other times he obſerved, “ it was the preach- 
ing of Chriſt crucified that was the conſolation of 
the believing ſinner.” On November 24, he faid, 
that he "Ig that day great conſolation from Dr. 


 Fatt's 36th hymn, 2d book. 


« If Juſtice calls for ſinner's blood, 
« The Saviour ſhews his own,” &c. 


Obſerving, 


5 
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Obſerving, that © when theſe ſentiments. are ap- 
plied to the ſoul by the Spirit of God, they admini- 
ſter great encouragement to ſinful and guilty N 
tures to look to God for juſtification and ſalvation 


alone through the blood of Chriſt, which W 
ſrom all ſin.“ 


He dwelt much in his meditations upon the love 
and condeſcenſion of God in the miſſion of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, to die for ſinners of the human race. 
One day when he ſeemed remarkably ſolid and 
thoughtful, he was aſked what he was thinking of ? 
to which he anſwered, & I am thinking of the love 
« of God to poor ſinners.” He was very fond of 
Dr. Watts's pſalms and hymns, many paſlages of 


which he often repeated. In particular he was uſed 


to pronounce with the moſt ſweet and elevated ac- 
cent, the following lines in the 7th Hymn of the 3 
book, 5 


« Did e'er ſuch love and ſorrow meet, 
« Or thorns compoſe ſo rich a crown “ 


L. III. 


He often expreſſed a lively ſenſe of his obligations 
to divine grace. With great warmth of affection 
he once exclaimed, « What reaſon have I to bleſs 

| « God 
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« God, that I was plucked as a brand out of the 


Burning. If grace had not been diſtinguiſhing, I 
cc ſhould not have been found out.” He manifeſted ' 


great thankfulneſs to God that he was born of 


Chriſtian parents, who had trained him up in the 
ways of religion and godlineſs from his infancy. 
And he diſcovered great delight in attending public 


- ordinances ſo long as he was able, and uſed to ſay 


with David, I had rather be a door-keeper in the 
bouſe of my God, than dwell in the tents of wickedneſs. 


| g. Iv. 


It was a ſettled principle with him that holineſs is 


neceſſary to happineſs ; and as he was very ſolicitous - 


that he might attain it in all its branches, ſo he was 


very anxious that he might not deceive himſelf with 


any falſe appearances ; and he was often expreſſing 
his fears, leſt all ſhould not be right as to his ſoul 
and ſpiritual things, though at the ſame time he 


could fay, I hope I have ſome ſerious ſenſe of reli- 


« gion upon my mind too,” He therefore deſired to 


know of his father what he thought of his ſpiritual 
" ſtate. He referred him to the word of God as the 


true teſt, and mentioned ſome ſcripture marks of 
grace; particularly, Love to God. Upon which he 
ſaid, «© he hoped that he deſired to love God as he is 
in himſelf truly amiable, holy, juſt, and good; and 
| g to 
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to hoes ALL SIN ; and (on this evidence) he hoped 
that God loved him.— At the cloſe of this converſa- 
tion he ſaid, Dear father, we have often converſed 
together; it is very edifying, they _— fear the 
« Lord, ſpeak often one to another,” 


: & v. 


He appeared to pay great regard to the dictates of 
conſcience, In converſation on this ſubje& he ſaid, 
« When he was enabled in ſome degree to keep a 
conſcience void of offence, he found it his beſt friend | 
next to God; at the ſame time lamenting the caſes 
of thoſe © whoſe conſciences are fo terrified with 
guilt as not to ſuffer them to fleep, or to be quiet 
when in the dark or alone, whoſe fears and convic- 


tions, he obſerved, would come to nothing unleſs 
rivetted in their ſouls by the free and ſovereign grace 


of God.” 


g. VI. 


The ſenſe he had of the importance of religion, oc- _ 
caſioned him great concern on obſerving the general 
neglect of it, eſpecially among his young acquaint- 
ance, for whoſe ſpiritual benefit he felt himſelf much 
intereſted. He was much concerned © that he found 


- fo few that ſpoke the language of Canaan, eſpecially 
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among the young people of our own congregation.” 

He expreſſed a great deſire that they might be brought 
to remember their Creator in the days of their youth; 
for, added he, © they do not know that they ſhall ſee 
the days of old age.” | 


When he was informed that a young friend of his 
own age was coming to fee him, he ſaid, « I will 
e endeavour to ſpeak to him, if the Lord is pleaſed 
« to enable me, who can tell what he may do by 
« ſuch a weak inſtrument as I am.“ His young 
friend came, and he diſcovered much concern for his 
ſoul: ſpoke to him freely, and adviſed him © above 
all things to think of his ſpiritual welfare ; make con- 
ſcience of prayer; read the ſcriptures daily; and at- 
tend the houſe of God with ſeriouſneſs.” He pro- 
ceeded and ſaid, My young friend, you and I are 
« of equal age; I am ill and afflicted, and may never 
« ſee another birth-day ; you are at preſent in good 
« health; but you do not know how ſoon the ever 
<« bleſſed God may bring you into the furnace of af- 
« flition,” &c. His young friend took it very 


kindly, and ſhed abundance of tears. The Lord 


grant that theſe impreſſions may prove permanent! 


He requeſted his father to pray with them before they 
parted, which he did. 


Nr 


$. VII. 
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KC; . 
ht e F. VII. 
53 | 
"ul | In the courſe of his illneſs various occurrences oc- 
caſioned him to make a number of ſerious and perti- 
nent remarks, which diſcovered the prevailing bent 
his of his mind, and appear not unworthy of being pre- 
ill ſerved. When a great croud of people were parad- 
ed Ing the ſtreets on a rejoicing night, being very tu- 
by multuous he was much diſturbed, but not exaſpe- 
ng rated, and faid, «© Theſe are the men of the world, 
his « who have their portion in this life. I am happier 
ve « than they are, although afflicted. When it was 
n- reported that a great ſtateſman was dead, he obſerved 
at- that “it might prove a great loſs, but when goſpel 
-0- « miniſters die, the loſs 1s much greater.“ | 
Ire | 
er A dreadful fire having happened in the town *, 
nd which was diſcovered about two o'clock in the morn- 
* ing, when the family had only time to eſcape with 
92 their lives; as he lay down in his bed the night fol- 
ry. lowing, he ſaid, „May God preſerve us all, and all 
wd « mankind, from the calamity of laſt night!“ But 
t! added, © Is there evil in the city, and the Lord hats 
ey « not done it? He then expreſſed his moſt fervent 


wiſhes that God would bleſs and ſanctify the calamity 
to the town in general, and to the family in particular 


* Viz. At Mr. Lang ford's in Sun- ſtreet. 
92 Which 


E 


r 
— 15 f 1 
LIST N 


* 1 
* L * * x 
. WW 2 
Þ Ara NT . * N 
t SER OR 
— 3 2 cad, 22 5 dg _ _— a FTIR 
. g 2 n 1 1 5 

8 
— 


> n 
* 
, 
$4.4 
* 
* 
} 
hs 
x 
* 
ER 
BR 
* 
1 
* 
% 
3 $ 
8 
- 
«+ 
F< 
7 
W 
' 
— 
J 
12 
- 
13 
= - 
* 
1 
13 
2 


* 


28 YOUTHFUL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED. - 


which was in ſo much danger, at whoſe remarkable 
preſervation he greatly rejoiced, and was very thank- 
ful. | 


g. VIII. 


Various circumſtances relating to his diſorder, and 
the converſation of his friends with him, gave occa- 
ſion to a variety of ſerious obſervations, of which 
the following are a ſp=cimen—He habitually ex- 
preſſed his dependence upon God for help under his 
trials, and great thankfulneſs for every aſſiſtance af- 


forded him. When he was violently agitated with 


his cough, and his friends uttered their wiſhes that 


God would ſpare and comfort him, he expreſſed to 


them the fulleſt perſuaſion that « no other help would 


be of any avail. *—When one aſked him, as he was 


ſo weak and feeble, if he would lean upon him, he 
ſignified unto him his with © to lean upon Chriſt.” 
— When he was grown very feeble, and was ſo broke 
down with his diſorder, that he dreaded going up- 
ſtairs in the evening, his friends ſometimes would tell 
him, that he did better than they expected, his anſwer 
was, It is the Lord that enables me, bleſſed be his 
10 name.“ Having undergone an unplea ſant opera- 
tion, he faid, © Dear papa, come and pray by me, 
« and bleſs God for his goodneſs to me. He ſup- 
« ported me. I am praiſing him now as well as I 
« can. Pray without ceaſing.” | 
On 


le 
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On recovering from a fainting fit, when. he was 


led to the door for air, being aſked if the air did not | - 


reireſh him? he anſwered, « Not half ſo much as 
ce the promiſes of God do my ſoul. Let him do as 
ec ſeemeth good in his ſight.” While he was at the 
door, on looking up and obſerving the ſtars, he im- 
mediately began. to repeat Milton's Merning Hymn 


« Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent: of good: 
« Almighty, thine this univerſal frame, 


* 'Fhus wondrous fair; thyfeif hom wond'rous then, 


&C.. 


Whew a certain miniſter was going to pray with 


Bim, he was aſked what he would have him pray for? 


when, after a pauſe, he anſwered, „For patience and 
« ſubmiſſion to the will of God, whether for life or 
« death.” Once when his cough. was very trouble- 
ſome, and he was greatly oppreſſed, he faid, I will 
Bear the indignation of the Lard, for I have ſinned: 
** againſt him. The aup which. my Father hath given 
&« me, ſhall I not drink it? One night when he 
lay very reſtleſs upon his bed and. could: not ſlzep,, 
he aa the following ſtanza :. 


« And whilſt upon my- reſtleſs bed: 
« Among the ſhades I roll, 
8 a my Redeemer ſhews his head: | 
* *Tis morning with my ſoul.” 


hy ES ot. 
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He alſo added the following lines from Dr. Young's 
Ni ga Thou ghts. . 


1 ; . 
1 C Earth's higheſt ſtation ends in — Here he lies 
1 „ And Duft to duft concludes her nobleſt ſong.” 
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Dec. 6th. Being returned from taking a ride, he 
was ſick and unable to eat. On its being obſerved 
to him, that it was a great affliction to any one not 

to be able to partake of what providence has pro- 

þ vided for us, he ſaid it was, but added, © it is the: 

will of the Lord; let it be ſo, I hope the end of 

1 « this affliction will be the ſame with Jacob's, even. 
« oy taking away of fin.” 


When mention was made to him of the darkneſs: 
of providence, and the myſtery of its diſpenſations, 
he uſed to ſay, It will be clear day-light a hundred: 
« years hence.” And cnce, when he was very ſick, 
and his cough very violent, he ſaid, «© Theſe afflic- 
« tions will nor laſt long; and one hour in heaven, 
4 will make amends for all.” One evening he ſaid, 
« This is the beſt day J have had a great while; for 
« I hope I am reſigned, to the will of God, whether 
(e jt be life or death.“ Indeed he bore the whole of 
his long and trying affliction. with an exemplary pa- 
tience and reſignation to the will of his heavenly Fa- 
ther. He was never heard to complain, or utter a 
| | murmuring 


4 
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murmuring word, but always made the beſk of his 
caſe, and cultivated a meek and quiet ſpirit. | 


g. IX. 


Under his increaſing pain and weakneſs, he fre- 
quently ſpoke with delight of the reſt awaiting him 
in heaven, © There, faid he, will be peace and tran- 


4 quillity : No fin, no trouble, no reſtleflneſs there.“ 


And at times he viewed Chriſt by faith, as coming 
with open arms to receive him to his favor and 
friendſhip. Sometimes he ſpoke of the celeſtial re- 
gion with great elevation of mind, ſaying, «© What a. 
« ſociety will that be! A ſociety of holy angels, and 
« of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect!“ adding, 
But they came out of great tribulation, having 
« waſhed their 8 ary made them. white in the 


( Blood of the La 


CE 


As he drew nearer his end, his conſolations in 
Chriſt, Jeſus ſeemed. to increaſe, and; he appeared to 
have got over all fear of death, and to anticipate the 
' joys of heaven. On Mo. 21, he enjoyed near views 

of the heavenly ſtate, and ſeemed: like one who had 
got within the ſuburbs of the New Jeruſalem, and 


ye ſhall live aljo. : 


—_ 
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had caught the flame of divine love, with which his 
foul was nobly inſpired. In this elevation of mind 


be repeated abundance of the promiſes, with the 


greateſt readineſs,. and with the: moſt expreſſi ve ac-. 


cent. Some of them were the following: I will 


never leave thee. nor forſake thee. Fear not, for 1 
am with thee; be not diſmayed, for I am thy God, 
&c. Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy: 
laden, and I will give you reſt. Thanks be to God 
oho giveth us the victory through our Lord Feſus: 
Chrift. Theſe laſt words he repeated and pro- 
nounced. moſt emphatically, with. perſonal applica- 
tion. Who giveth ME the victory. —Unto ME. 
&a poor ſinful worm is the victory given.“ 


One day he quoted the triumphant words of the- 
apoſtle. I have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the faith—but he recalled. 
himſelf and faid, J am afraid to fay fo, leaſt I 
“ ſhould-lean and depend on works of righteouſneſs: 
of my own, whereas all my works are as filthy | 
u rags;” and. then with earneſtneſs exclaimed—- 
None but Chriſt ! None but Chriſt l”” At an- 
other time, when mention was made: of the union. 
between Chriſt and his people, he repeated with de- 
light the words of Chriſt himſelf on this ſubject, I 
am the vine, and ye are the branches: becauſe I live 


On 
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On New 25, he ſaid, © If it were the will of God 
« he ſhould be willing to die that very night:“ for, 
ſays he, “ what ſhall 1 do in this wicked world?” 
Twc days afterwards, having expreſſed his willing- 
neſs to leave the world, it was obferved to him, that 
he was highly bleſſed indeed, to be carried above the 
tear of death and the love of life. Upon which he 


_ raiſed his voice and (aid,—* above the /ave of {; ife | 8! 


&« am ſure 


« There's nothing here deſerves my joys, 
6 There's nothing like my God.“ H. 94. b. 2. 


He alſo repeated the following ſtanza: 


« Sweet fields, beyond the ſwelling flood, 
« Stand dreſſed in living green; 

« So to the Jews old Canaan ſtood, 
« While Jordan roll'd between. 


; §. XI. 


So long as he continued to enjoy the uſe of his 
faculties, he appeared to maintain the ſame ſpiritual 
and heavenly frame, and frequently made uſe of ex- 
preſſions ſimilar to thoſe which have been mentioned. 
But for the laſt fortnight of his life he was very 
weak and languid, and his faculties failed. He had 


not ſtrength and ſpirits to converſe much, and the 
laſt 
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laſt three days he became incapable of ſpeaking, and 
ſeemed greatly loſt and deſtitute of recollection. In 
ſuch a ſituation his life was no longer deſirable, and 
his removal was not fo properly matter of regret as 
of ſatisfaction and 2 8 


His funeral ſermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Jahn Geard, the miniſter of the Baptiſt congregation 
in Hitchin, on the Lord's day afternoon, after the in- 
terment, to a very crowded and deeply affected au- 
dience, on Palin xxxix. I was dumb, I opened not 
m mouth cod thou 85 it. 


THE END. 


